Interior Design

A healing home
by Diane Taylor
photography by Gary Summerton
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a dreamlike environment of vaulted
ceilings and antique chandeliers and the
turrets of a castle fashioned out of sauna
tubes and papier mache. What used
to be a closet is now an elegant dining
room, scaled down to just the right size
for a small girl.
From an adult point of view, the
Princess Room has the advantage of not
being a permanent structure. Calling it
the “funnest project I’ve ever worked
on,” Lambert still kept practical matters
in mind when he made the renovations.
“Everything is built on a backboard of plywood, so it can all be easily
removed,” says Lambert. “There was no
damage done to the original structure of
the room. The closet can still be a closet,
if that’s what you want.”
It’s pure theater. A fairytale come
to life.
Like all great fairytales, this story
has a happy ending. But it also shares
other traits that fairytales are known

for: grief, fear, sorrow — all of which
must be overcome in order to attain the
happy ending.
At about the time Hasey was creating The Princess Room, her husband,
Chip, was diagnosed with leukemia.
Chip would hold off the illness long
enough to participate in his first Prouty
Century Bike Ride & Challenge Walk,
and to encourage Sylvia to not give
up on their dream of creating a home
where all are welcome. But he would not
outrun the disease long enough to fully
enjoy the fruits of their labors.
Sylvia Hasey has been rethinking
her home — and her life — ever since.
Her thoughts, like the home itself, are
becoming more expansive.
“The Princess Room was fun, and
it will continue to bring joy to a lot of
people,” Hasey says. “But it is not the
only special place in the house.”
Her hope now, Hasey explains, is
to make the home that she and Chip
designed available to others who battle
against cancer.
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“I think a lot of nurturing, love,
and healing can happen in this home,”
Hasey says. “Even if for one moment
someone can come here and get away
from the disease, that’s what I would
like to see happen. I know this home is
meant for more than just me.”
Gary Summerton lives in beautiful
Sunapee with his wife, Cheryl, and
his children, Cameron and Morgan.
Gary is the owner of Gary Summerton
Photography, specializing in portraits,
weddings and commercial assignments.
You can visit his web site at
www.garysummerton.com
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